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REGARDING NATURE OFFENCE GOVARDHANDAS WHETHER
HE WILL BE ALLOWED PERMISSION TO         BE DEFEN-

DED BY COUNSEL FROM OUTSIDE PUNJAB. FURTHER
WHY PERMISSION REFUSED NORTON ROY DEFEND EDI-
TOR "TRIBUNE".

GANDHI

From a photostat: S.N. 6613

285.   LETTER TO J. L. MAFFET

BOMBAY,
May 16, 1919

DEAR MR.  MAFFEY,

Enclosed is a copy of the telegram I sent you yesterday* I
have said not a word about the events in the Punjab, not because
I have up to now not thought or felt over them, but because I
have not known what to believe and what not to believe. Even the
official communiques have not been over-frank. I was, as I am
still, hoping that very soon there would be the fullest investigation
made as to the causes of disturbances and the measures adopted to
quell them.

But a shock like the one caused by the reported flogging has
been delivered by the arrest with the attendant circumstances of
Mr. Govardhandas and the prohibition order against Messrs
Norton and Roy engaged as counsel for the defence of the Editor
of The Tribune.

You will forgive me for troubling you at the present juncture.
But I know, you will recognize the urgency of my inquiry.

I observe that the storm1 from Afghanistan has almost blown
over.

Yovh sincerely,
M. K. G.

From a photostat: S.N. 6615

1 Vifo footnote 1 to "Letter to J. L. MafFey", 11-5-1919,